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OCS Renewable Energy

The Minerals Management Service (MMS), a bureau in the U.S. Department of the Interior
(Department), is the Federal agency that manages the Nation's renewable energy, natural gas, oil
and mineral resources on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). The MMS manages the collection,
verification, and disbursement of revenues generated from Federal offshore and onshore mineral
leases and from mineral leases on Indian lands. The MMS has collected an average of more than
$13 billion annually over the past five years.

The Department and its agencies, including the MMS, are public stewards for much of our
Nation’s natural resources. The Department manages 500 million acres of land, one-fifth of the
land mass of the U.S., and over 1.7 billion acres of the OCS. About 1/3 of the Nation’s domestic 
oil and gas production comes from Federal resources managed by the Department, and 11
percent of domestic natural gas production and 25 percent of domestic oil production comes
from the OCS.

This Federal land base includes areas that boast some of the best renewable energy resources
available for development today.  On the OCS, the Department of Energy’s National Renewable 
Energy Lab has identified more than 1,000 gigawatts of wind potential off the Atlantic coast, and
more than 900 gigawatts of wind potential off the Pacific coast. Secretary Salazar is committed
to taking the initiative in these areas by contributing to the transition to a clean energy-based
economy that promotes investment and innovation here at home in an environmentally
responsible manner.

The President announced on April 22, 2009 the publication of the Department’sFinal
Renewable Energy Framework, or Final Rule, to govern management of the MMS Renewable
Energy Program. The Final Rule establishes a program to grant leases, easements, and rights-of-
way for orderly, safe, and environmentally responsible renewable energy development
activities, such as the siting and construction of offshore wind farms on the OCS, as well as
other forms of renewable energy such as wave, current, and solar.

MMS issued four limited leases on November 1, 2009 under its 2007 Interim Policy for the
construction of meteorological towers offshore New Jersey and Delaware. These meteorological
towers will provide information needed to support future commercial offshore wind development
and leasing decisions. MMS anticipates receiving project plans for those leases in February 2010
with construction beginning in the summer 2010. The installations will provide information
needed to support future commercial win development and leasing decisions.

To coordinate and consult with affected local, state and tribal governments, MMS has
established intergovernmental coordination task forces with states that are pursuing renewable
energy development off their coast, including Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey,
Delaware, and Virginia. MMS is working with those states on Request for Interests (RFI) that,



when published in the Federal Register, will formally initiate the commercial renewable energy
leasing process. MMS has received requests for task forces from every state on the Atlantic
coast, with the exception of Maine and Georgia, and has received unsolicited applications from
developers for projects offshore Virginia and New Jersey.

Management of renewable energy activities by MMS under this rule is founded on many years
of experience in administering OCS energy and mineral programs and will be supported by
extensive investigation and information gathering under the MMS Environmental Studies and
the Technology Assessment and Research Programs. Both of these programs will play a
significant role to ensure the safe and environmentally responsible use of OCS renewable
energy resources. Presented below are some of the studies initiated by these programs. If you
would like to learn more about the MMS Renewable Energy Program and the environmental
studies underway, please visit our Renewable Energy website to find more detailed information,
or call the MMS Office of Congressional Affairs at (202) 208-3502.

Studies in Progress Supporting Renewable Energy Activities
 Evaluation of Visual Impacts on Historic Properties
 Energy Market and Infrastructure Information for Evaluating Alternative Energy

Projects for OCS Atlantic and Pacific Regions
 EcoSpatial Information Database U.S. Atlantic Region
 Atlantic Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle Data Search and Literature Synthesis Including

Stranding and Nesting Sites
 Effects of Pile Driving Sounds on Auditory and Non-auditory Tissues of Fish
 Potential for Interactions between Endangered and Candidate Bird Species with Wind

Facility Operations on the Atlantic OCS
 Surveying for Marine Birds in the Northwest Atlantic
 Determining Distributions and Movements of Long-tailed Ducks Using Satellite

Telemetry
 Automated Analysis of Bird Vocalization Recordings

Completed Studies and Proceedings Supporting Renewable Energy Activities
 Meeting on Birds and Offshore Wind Power Development in the Northeast and Mid-

Atlantic: Identifying Priority Species and Developing Research and Partnering Strategies
 Energy Alternatives and the Environment
 Worldwide Synthesis and Analysis of Existing Information Regarding Environmental

Effects of Alternative Energy Uses on the OCS and Workshop
 Determining Night Time Distribution of Long-tailed Ducks Using Radio Telemetry
 Comparative Study of Offshore Wind Turbine Generator (OWTG) Standards (Joint

Industry/Federal Study on Standards)
 Compendium of Avian Information and Comprehensive GIS Geodatabase

To find out more about MMS, visit our website at http://www.mms.gov or call the MMS Office
of Congressional Affairs at (202) 208-3502. For past editions of MMS Fast Facts, visit
http://www.mms.gov/ooc/newweb/congressionalaffairs/congress.htm


