
Alaska Clean Seas



Response OrganizationResponse Organization

 Originally Established in 1979 as ABSORB

 Restructured in 1990 from equipment Co-Op 
into full Response Organization

 Not-for-Profit

 Responds like a fire brigade to emergencies 
with equipment and trained personnel



MissionMission
To provide personnel, equipment, and spill response training for
our members in preparing for and cleaning up an oil spill within
our area of interest.  

Under ACS By Laws – All members are entitled to: 

1. Call upon ACS and receive assistance in the above 
activities.  

2. Refer to ACS resources in their contingency plans

ACS is equipped to meet our member company 
response requirements under their contingency 
plans



ACS Support to our ACS Support to our 
MembersMembers

• Spill Response, equipment maintenance 
and training (Primary Job)

• Day to Day Field Environmental Support
– Storm Water Run-off Management
– Oversight and Proper Manifesting of Hazardous 

Waste Shipments
– Environmental Management System Development 

and Audits
– Maintenance of Satellite Accumulation Areas and 

Recycling Accumulation Areas
– Wildlife Hazing and Reporting



ACS MembershipACS Membership
• Alyeska Pipeline Service Company
• Anadarko Petroleum Corporation
• Brooks Range Petroleum 

Corporation 
• BP Exploration (Alaska) Inc.
• ConocoPhillips Alaska Inc.
• Eni U.S. Operating Company Inc.
• ExxonMobil Production Company
• FEX L.P. 
• Pioneer Natural Resources (USA)
• Shell Exploration & Production 

Company 

FEX L.P.



ACS Area of InterestACS Area of Interest



ManpowerManpower

Additional trained responders are available 
through the North Slope Spill Response 
Team (NSSRT).

ACS maintains retainers for additional 
personnel from, Auxiliary Contract 
Response Teams (ACRT) and North Slope 
Village Response Teams (VRT).

ACS  - 78 full-time personnel. 



EquipmentEquipment
50 million dollars of equipment is 
maintained by ACS.  The inventory 
includes –
–287,184 feet of containment boom (17,450 

feet of which is Fire Boom)

–160 Skimmers (Totaling over 19,000 Bbls/Hr.)

–Eight Heli-torch aerial ignition systems

–94 vessels

–Two 128 barrel and Twelve 249 barrel mini barges.



North Slope Spill North Slope Spill 
Response TechniquesResponse Techniques

 Mechanical Recovery

 Heavy Equipment

 Skimmers

 In-Situ Burning

 Heli-Torch

 On Land
 On Ice 



Alaska Clean Seas Alaska Clean Seas 
Technical ManualsTechnical Manuals

• Developed by the Industry/Agency North Slope 
Spill Response Project Team and termed as a 
Best Practice by our membership.

• Applicable to all operators on the North Slope

• Manuals developed into three volumes:

– Tactics Descriptions

– Map Atlas (priority protection sites)

– Incident Management System



Volume 1 Volume 1 -- Tactics Tactics 
DescriptionsDescriptions



Volume 2 Volume 2 -- Map AtlasMap Atlas



Volume 2 Volume 2 -- Map AtlasMap Atlas



Research and DevelopmentResearch and Development
ACS has maintained an active oil spill R&D program 
since the early 1980s

 Acts as facilitator for much of R & D related to spill 
response in arctic conditions.  

Contributing Organization to recent SINTEF JIP for 
Arctic.

The R&D program focuses on areas such as:
 oil spill recovery techniques in, on, and under ice, during 

various broken ice conditions, 
 detection and tracking of oil under ice
 in-situ burning techniques
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