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Louisiana’s Coastal Wetland 
Service Economic Values

• Infrastructure valued at more than $100 billion 
(insured up to $170 billion)

• More fishery landings than any other coterminous 
state ($750 million/year)

• 30% of U.S. oil & gas
• Protection for 25% of U.S. exported commodities 

($30 billion/year)
• Agricultural value of $30 billion/year





source: USGS

Wetland/water conversions 
1932-2050

Coastal Wetland Loss in Louisiana



217 square miles (562 km2) of wetland to water conversion
$1.1 billion acute loss to commercial fisheries
$150 million near-term loss to oyster harvests







Oyster Leases in Louisiana
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Secretary Mabus Energy Transition Plan:
strategic advanteges of the Gulf South

•500 miles on Mississippi, 
Missouri, and Ohio Rivers 
•3,300 MW powers 2.3 mm homes
•Capacity for 300,000 turbines

Wind = Less ViableWind = Less Viable

Solar = Less ViableSolar = Less Viable




