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If It DoesnIf It Doesn’’t Movet Move



CLEANUP EFFORTSCLEANUP EFFORTS



The Inmates are Running the AsylumThe Inmates are Running the Asylum





THE FALLACY?THE FALLACY?
•• ““At its core, environmental protection entails At its core, environmental protection entails 

protecting the commons. There is more than protecting the commons. There is more than 
a bit of irony, and considerable opportunity a bit of irony, and considerable opportunity 
for conflict, when the government obtains the for conflict, when the government obtains the 
science and engineering expertise needed to science and engineering expertise needed to 
protect the public commons from a private protect the public commons from a private 
companycompany””

2010 - Pease, Craig M., Outsourcing Science and  
Engineering.  The Environmental Forum. 27;18





LESSONS LEARNEDLESSONS LEARNED

-- Booms are of limited valueBooms are of limited value
-- Booms without skimmers are even lessBooms without skimmers are even less
-- Cleanup efforts bordered on hysteriaCleanup efforts bordered on hysteria
-- Dispersants limit your capabilitiesDispersants limit your capabilities
-- Dispersants applied at depth introduce Dispersants applied at depth introduce 

profound uncertaintiesprofound uncertainties
-- Human system is far less resilient than Human system is far less resilient than 

““ecosystemecosystem””


