July 13, 1999

Department of the Interior

Minerals Management Service

Mail Stop 4024

381 Elden Street

Herndon, Virginia 20170-4817
Re: 30 CFR 250
Minerals Management Service Proposed Rule
Training of Lessee and Contractor Employees
Engaged in Oil and Gas and Sulphur Operation
in the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS)
64 Federal Register 19318, April 20, 1999

Attention: Rules Processing Team
Dear Sir:

The Offshore Operators Committee (OOC) appreciates the opportunity to comment on
the subject Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. The OOC supports the MMS initiative to
further address development of a performance based training system that affords
lessees flexibility in the training of lessee and contractor employees engaged in OCS
operations.

The OOC is an organization of some 75 producing companies who conduct essentially
all of the OCS oil and gas exploration and production activities in the Gulf of Mexico.
Comments made on behalf of the OOC are submitted without prejudice to any
member's right to have or express different or opposing views.

The OOC supports the MMS's ongoing effort to simplify and provide more flexibility in
the training regulations while continuing to ensure that offshore workers are properly
trained and commends the MMS for conducting the June 10, 1999, workshop to provide
an opportunity for the exchange and discussion of ideas concerning training. Having
OCS operations conducted by well trained personnel is absolutely essential for safe
operations and environmental protection.

However the OOC is concerned that the potentially expanded scope and associated
increase in the compliance and record keeping burden associated with this proposed
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rule. The requirement to require all lessees to develop a detailed training plan which
includes training and job qualification requirements for each position, for all employees,
lessee or contractor, will result in a significant increase in administrative burden and
cost.

It is not readily apparent as to why MMS is proposing these sweeping revisions to the
training regulations. OOC believes MMS could achieve its purpose of providing added
flexibility by allowing lessees , instead of requiring, to develop training programs in a
performance based environment by further revising the existing regulations addressing
alternative training methods in 30 CFR 250.1512 and 1513 to allow this alternative,
performance based, compliance. Many lessees have developed and implemented
Safety and Environmental Management Programs (SEMP) in accordance with API
Recommended Practice 75.  Training is a key element of SEMP and includes
establishment of training programs so that all personnel, lessee and contractor, are
trained in accordance with their duties and responsibilities.
Lessees not approved by MMS for alternative compliance and those not requesting
alternative compliance approval, would continue to meet the existing prescriptive
regulations, thus ensuring that the level of training is not reduced.

The attached comments were developed jointly with API and represent a consolidated
summary of companies participating in the review of this proposed rule. Individual
companies may also be submitting comments addressing these regulations.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me
(504-566-5251) or Steve Brooks (504-561-4753).

Sincerely,

OFFSHORE OPERATOR'S COMMITTEE
Mool flaniis

V. A. Harris, Executive Director

Attachments
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