T TIOR NEWFIELD

Depadment of Interior
Minerals Meragemeant Senvice
Mail Stop 4024

381 Elden Streat

Herndor, Virginia 20170-4817

Allention: Rules Procassing Team {Commants)

Newfield Exploralion Company would like o submit the following comment {0 (he
proposed changes to 20 CFR Part 2506

MME proposed wording is 35 follows:

250.8 (g)(5)

You may nol weld while yoo drill, complale, sworkaver, or conduct wirglinge ocperations
uriess the fuids in the well are noncembusiible and you have precluded the entry of
formation hydrocarbons into the wellbore. ..

Froposed Change:

You may nof weld while you drill, complate, weorkover, or cenduct wireline operalions
unless e fluids in the well, (being drilled, completed, warked over, or having
wireline operations condwocted), arc noncombustible and you Rave precluded the
entry of formation hiydracarbons inte the welibore either by mechanical means or by a
positive overbalance toward the formation.

The intent is bo limif welding activilies on or near wells that are being serviced or drilled,
not it welding because alher welts in the well bay are live, Othar provisions cover
Ihat situation, The preposed wording by the MMS does not limit which well must have
noncamblstibile fluids init, Le. only the well being serviced or all wels.

The MMS proposal also dropped the provislon of & pasilive overbalance toward the
formation.  However to clanty that this is stil acceptable, but not ko only limit
wwerbalance siluations 23 he only mathed of precluding entry of hydrocarbons inte the
wallbore, we would ke to add “mechanical means or overbalance toward the [ormalkonT
as accaptable means of itmiling enlry of formation hydrocabons,

If you hawe any questions, please contacl Gary Harrington at 281-847-5000, Three
vopies of this letler will be mailed to your addrass, alorg wilh Ihe faxed copy sant today,
Fagards

Sary Hamington

G I WMMAS_wEITing_respohas dot
Prweliga ExpRarattn Lomogry 630, SO Houtien PRy, E, Suite 2030 Boutlon, 1oaag 7060 (201] ohatih Fok |28 ) 9475004

TOTAL F



