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The Independent Petrolaum Association of America ([PAA) appreciates the
opperunity to comment on the Minersls Management Servics (MMS) proposed rule
on Postlease Operations Sately.

IPAA s the national frade association representing domestic independent crude
oil and natural gas explorarsipraducers. Independent producers are actively
purswing Arerica's vast offshors off and gas resource base. Surrently
independents represent the vast majority of operators in the OCS, drill
appreximately 58 pereent of the wells and own roughly one-fhird of primary term
acreage in the Gulf of Mexico.

Independent producers ate pleased that MMS has intiated an affert to update and
clarify regulations conceming postlease operalions. We commeand the agency for
conducting the March 24, 1998, public meeting to provide an opporunity for
discussion of the MMS criteria for the disqualification of operators.

For the past few years IPAA's Offshore Committes has worked closely with sister
arganizations regarding the subject of safety and environmental managament.
Accordingly, we offer our full endorsement of the July 1, 1958, commeants
subrmitted to the MMS by the American Patroleum Institute and the Offshore
Ciperators Gommittes,

\We appreciate the cpportunity to comment and urge you to contact |PAA siafi
mermhers Ben Dillen or Craig Ward for further agsistance on fhis or other matters.
They can be cantacted at 202-857 4722,

Lee Fuller
Wice President, Governmant Relations
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