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General Comment

1. 30CFR250.423(c) requires negative testing of intermediate casing and liner tops, but offers no guidance as to
the magnitude of the required negative test. As an experienced deepwater driller I’ve assumed that BOEMRE
meant for this testing to apply to intermediate casing string seal assemblies on subsea wells. That mimics what
the well would see in a BOP stack disconnect situation. I see no valid reason to be negatively testing intermediate
casing shoes that will be subsequently drilled out. I’d also like to understand the rationale behind a negative test
on all liner tops. Just because a liner top tests negatively doesn’t mean it won’t fail if the well is exposed to a
differential as a result of a blow out. I see a negative test on production liner tops as a prudent thing, but this
type testing of drilling liners that will ultimately be covered up can increase risk in certain situations (small
platform rig on a floating facility with limited pit space could get into an unintended well control situation dealing
with the fluid handling/movements required by a negative test).
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