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Description: 
Background:  The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA) requires that a leasing program 
which provides a schedule of proposed lease sales be prepared every five years.  The most recent 
program begins in July of 2007 and extends until July 2012.  The proposed program includes an 
analysis of “the relative environmental sensitivity and marine productivity of different areas of 
the outer Continental Shelf” per section 18 of OCSLA.  The summary incorporated in the leasing 
program document describes the relative marine productivity for each planning area as primary 
productivity.  The MMS last prepared a synthesis report in 1991 (CSA, 1991) for use in the 
preparation of the program document.   
 

Objectives:  The objective is to estimate marine productivity for each planning area for 
incorporation into the next 5-year proposed final program document (2012-2017).  
 
Methods:  The method that has been used in the past includes estimating primary productivity 
using standard methods such as chlorophyll-a or the amount of carbon fixed.  Recent information 
suggests that secondary productivity and perhaps tertiary productivity should be included to yield 
total marine productivity.  The report will include a literature search of recent information for 
each planning area and calculations of marine productivity.   
 
Importance to BOEMRE: The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act requires that the 5-year 

leasing program include consideration of marine productivity for each 
planning area.  The information will be used in the preparation of the 
proposed program document which will begin in early 2010. 
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